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Basler: Second Harvest: The State Of Research 2007- An Update

Second Harvest: The State of
Research 2007-An Update
The author of this personal report did not stop research on his
native Dorlikon with the present volume, reedited unchanged. Questions
of local conditions and family relationships, economic limitations in the
17 th and everyday life in the 18 th century filled three more volumes (see
the concluding essay by Leo Schelbert). Additional light was shed on
the causes for emigration, and a second research trip to the USA in 1996
yielded many a missing puzzle stone towards the picture of the Dorlikon
emigrants. These new facts have been assembled here under the headings
of the emigrant families. Reference is made to the Dorlikon volumes from
which the new facts have been taken, in particular to the genealogical
appendix of Vol. IV, volume/page.

GUTIGHAUSER BASLER
A Hans Konrad Basler in Dorlikon got killed by the pestilence of
1636. His wife, Verena Meister of Benken , took her ten-year old son to
Gi.itighausen, where she married Melchior Fehr. That way, her boy Hans
Basler became the forefather of the Gi.itighausen branch of the Basler
family, and eventually of some Baslers in Pennsylvania (see genealogical
chart). V/83
On April 25, 1718 Hans Basler 's son Adam asked the vicar in Dorlikon
for the certificates of baptism for his children and told him that they had left
Gi.itighausen in about 1700 for the Palatinate. He also asked to inscribe the
baptism of his last three children into the Register of Baptism.
We owe the following information on the Gi.itighauser emigrants to
Pennsylvania to the research of James Duffin:
Adam's son Hans Ulrich took communion in Hilsbach / Kraichgau
lt Easter 1713 when he was 17. In 1732 he sailed, together with his wife
Maria Margaretha, his son Joseph and his younger brother Friedrich to
Pennsylvania where he had three more children (see genealogical chart).
Both Hans Ulrich and his wife were buried in "the Lower Burial Ground
f Germantown" (Hoods Cemetery).
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Friedrich and his wife Veronika, who died 12 years after him, are
both buried in York, York County, Pennsylvania. Their wills make no
mention of any children.
Adam's younger brother Heinrich had in turn a son called
Heinrich, born in 1700. This Heinrich Basler got his certificate of
baptism at 17 to grant him an apprenticeship as a weaver in the
Palatinate. There he got married on January 12, 1723 to the twicewidowed Anna Barbara Bohler. He reached Philadelphia at 32, and
his further circumstances as the godfather of a Dorliker Basler are
described in that branch below.
On our second research trip to the USA in 1996 the helpful assistant
of the Moravian Archives in Lititz recommended a visit to Daniel B .
Graybill. He turned out to be a Krahenbuhl with a Basler grandmother
(hence the B.). From him we learned that "John B. Basler's brother
fought at Gettysburg". He also explained the way to the Basler cemetery
in Manheim Township. There we found a gravestone inscribed:
Johan Bassler, 1733-1812, hat auf ein Alter gebracht 79
Years, 10 Month 3 Wochen [had reached an age of 79
years, 10 months, 3 weeks].
So much for the state of research on the Basler of Glitighausen in
1997. IV/Annex 2, p. III, IV

DORLIKER BASLER
Hans Konrad Basler
This emigrant was the son of matrimonial guardian Konrad
Basler-Schleuis, the mason. His father already had to share the
inherited property in the upper village with four brothers and a sister;
the emigrant in turn had three brothers and four sisters (IV /134).
So things started to get crowded on the Masons' farm. Rudolf, the
youngest, tried his luck on a vineyard hold in Schaffhausen; Felix,
the oldest, managed the farm in the upper village, a fief held over
many generations. As to Konrad, the emigrant, he helped his father on
the hospital farm. After the general bankruptcy of 1725 they were all
penniless. They must also have fallen out with each other, as an entry
in the Book of Orphans for 1734 tells us:
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss3/9
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As to the quarrel between Conrad Basler the old and his
son, also named Conrad, as well as his son-in-law Conrad
Frey, it has been decided that the son shall give his father
the purse he is demanding.
Regarding the 20 fl[orins] which the father claims from
his son: since the son says he got a bible towards it and 3
fl. cash, but on the other hand the father claims the bible,
too, quoting a letter of sale, [it has been decided] that the
son shall give his father the admitted 2 fl. and concerning
the bible he should include it in the letter of sale. The sonin-law shall give the old [man] back his rapier in order to
end the quarreling among them.
Since it has been known afterwards that the bible isn't the
son's, he shall also give his father 5 fl. for it, i.e. to pay 7
fl. in all.
(State Archive of Zurich BVII 2.10: 14.5.1734)
VI/167, 168
Four years later, Konrad Basler and his wife Anna Baumer took
cheir seven-year old son by the hand and set out on the great journey.
The godparents of the daughter the Baslers had baptized in Lancaster on
December 23, 1744 were Heinrich Basler and his wife. Now this Heinrich
turned up more often than others we searched for. He was a co-founder of
the First Reformed Congregation at Lancaster, Pennsylvania in 1736 and
also one of the first two Elders. His marriage to Anna Bohler remained
without offspring. After she died, he married a widow called Mary and
eventually moved to Philadelphia where he managed a tavern. IV/135
When Heinrich died on July 9, 1762, the Lutheran minister
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg had to take over his burial at the German
Reformed Church, whose vicar Steiner from Winterthur had suddenly
died. Fortunately, Muhlenberg used to record his doings, and so we read
the following note in his diary:
Um 3 Uhr p.M. wurde [ich] abgeholet zu Henrich Baselers
leiche. Er war 1700 den 8 Jenner im Zuricher Gebiethe
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2010
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in der Schweitz gebohren, etwa 30 Jahre hier im Lande
gewesen, und am 9 July Morgens um halb 2 Uhr gestorben.
Herr Handschuh hatte ihn etliche mahl besuchet, und
kein Zeichen der Busse und Zukehr zu Christo an Jihm
bemercket. Es war ein grosses Gefolge, und giengen mit
der Leiche in die reform. Kirche. a) sungen, Was Gott
thut, das ist wohl gethan. b) Ich predigte tiber...
[At 3 p.m. I was fetched to the body of Henrich Baseler.
He was born on January 8, 1700 in Zurich territory in
Switzerland, had lived here in the country for about 30
years and died on July 9 at half past one in the morning.
Mr Handschuh [Mtihlenberg's substitute] had visited him
several times and noticed no sign of penitence or turning
towards Christ. A great cortege accompanied the body
into the Reformed Church. a) [we] sang, Whatever God
does is well done. b) I preached about ... ] IV /135
With this fragment in place, our puzzle was complete: The Heinrich
Basler established as linen weaver in Lancaster was the son of Heinrich
Basler and Magdalena Gisler in Gtitighausen (see genealogical annex).
In his will the un-repenting emigrant left one third of his impressive
estate of lb 1'600 to his two stepdaughters and two thirds to a Daniel
and Elisabeth Basler. However, they were to get their part only after lb
100 had been diverted towards the reformed schoolhouse in Philadelphia.
Well, who are these Daniel and Elisabeth Basler?? Heinrich made no
mention of any degree of relation in his will. But he historian James
Duffin in Philadelphia discovered the following entry in the matrimonial
records of Sinsheim in the Palatinate, Germany:
On January 15, 1726: Conrad Basler, Heinrich Basler's,
citizen of Gudighausen in Zurich territory, legitimate son
[married] to Anna Maria, Johannis Korber's, citizen of
Birck, legitimate daughter. IV /136
We assume that this Konrad Basler mentioned in Sinsheim wai
Heinrich's elder brother. He was baptized in Dorlikon on January 20,
1697 as Hans Konrad. The indications on his wife's age and the number
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss3/9
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of children support the assumption that he must be the Konrad Basler
who followed his brother to Pennsylvania around 1743. A second Konrad
Basler then - besides the one who emigrated from Dorlikon together with
Hans Niissli and Christoph Weidmann in 1738? Daniel and Elisabeth
might well have been his children, born in the New World, where the
childless Heinrich Basler may have taken special care of them and in
his will bestowed on them two thirds of his estate. Whatever the truth
- originally they all came from the parish of Dorlikon.
A last entry on Konrad Basler in the above mentioned Book of
Orphans nicely concludes the story of Konrad and Heinrich Basler. It is
an entry from the beginning of the 1750s:
Conrad Basler, Conrad's son from Dorlikon, who departed
about 14 years ago to Carolina, inherited in the year 17 50
from his cousin Ulrich Baumer in Altikon: fl 40 and from
Jakob Baumer in the same place fl 157. (State Archive
Zurich BVII 2.25)
From this, his wife's origins can be precisely located in Altikon.
Whether she ever saw any of this money, we do not know; Anna BaslerBaumerdied in 1755,eightyears after her husband Konrad. But although in
Dorlikon the emigrants were always referred to "whereabouts unknown",
the same entry in the Book of Orphans notes the (bookkeeper) captain
Friedrich's expense: "fl 2 postage, for two letters arrived from Carolina".
f only these letters could be found! They might have been written by
~einrich Basler from Giitighausen, the godfather of Conrad and Anna
asler-Baumer's little daughter in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. VI/168
UDOLF EPPRECHT
The Rudolf mentioned in the family history, born 1671, could not be
1e one who emigrated in 1743. He was registered in 1697 as a servant on
1e Burghof in Neunform's population register. And a year later he was
lotted some arable land in a public auction of Hans Basler's lands for
.1ly 20 shillings. In 1704 a piece of land was marked down in Singer's
mkruptcy, bordering on "the late Rudolf Epprecht's heirs"! So the old
udolf must have married and had some offspring; however, by 1704 he
td passed on.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2010
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The Book of Orphans mentions even earlier, on January 10, 1700:
Between Urech Frey Lang, on behalf of his daughter-in-law
from Dorlikon, on one side and Jakob Epprecht from the
same place on the other side, concerning [the question] to
whom the goods left here by the late Rudolf Epprecht shall be
handed over... Decided and approved: Since Jakob Epprecht
is next of kin he should be next in heritage, so that the little
farm should justly be left to him first. All the same, in this
case, it being a matter of the late Rudolf Epprecht's little and
dependent son, to make sure that the selfsame should be
cared for and fed with love, but in no way neglected and held
in low esteem (State Archive Zurich BVII 2.22). VI/78
Thus, Jakob Epprecht as next of kin was allowed to chose whether
he temporarily wanted to work his late brother's little farm and pay
interest for it, as well as fl 18 a year for the son's board, or whether he
would rather hand over farm and child in his mother's new marriage for
good care. Jakob Epprecht opted for the latter; the little Rudolfs mother's
name is as yet not quite clear.
A later entry in the Book of Orphans, on September 9, 1701, reads
as follows:
Urech Frey, Lang, in Dorlikon has sold the late Rudi
Epprecht's half-cottage to Adam Epprecht for fl 120.
Adam Epprecht promises his brother Heinrich Epprecht to
let him live in the whole house for 3 years without paying
the fl 30 rent, in case he would be reassigned the little farm
in Glitighausen. Jakob Epprecht, the late Rudi's brother,
approves of this sale, too.
We can understand the condition: If Adam Epprecht was reassigned
the farm in Gtitighausen, he would have no need for the "late Rudi
Epprecht's half-cottage" ...
On February 20, 1706 the Book of Orphans continues the matter:
Between the above mentioned Ulrich Frey, Lang, on one
side and Jakob Epprecht on behalf of the late Epprecht's
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss3/9
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son, all from Dorlikon, on the other side-concerning
those parts and fields that belong to the said late Rudi
Epprecht's son and have been lent to the said Ulrich Frey:
Since the above mentioned Jakob Epprecht holds the view
that Ulrich Frey should pay some rent beyond the boy's
debt for room and board.
It has been decided that Ulrich Frey, Lang, should possess
the little farm for 3 more years to the extent and in the way
he received it, including the boy, whom he should provide
with food and drink. The 3 years over, in case he wants to
continue to work the little farm , he shall thus pay 5 florins
rent shilling to the boy. VI/79
It appears that little Rudi was born in 1699 after all , as children had
to be 10 years old to earn a salary, which means their work should be
worth more than the cost of their upkeep. In this case , his mother would
be Verena Schaub, now Conrad Frey, Lang's wife. In the Population List
of 1707 there is in fact a pensioner Rudolf mentioned as the oldest among
her children, but as an 18 year old. A slip of the Vicar? Yes, I find so;
Verena Schaub was his mother and had provided him with the sort of
education that sent him off to Germantown near Philadelphia. Two pages
further in this Population List another 10 year old worked as a maid for
Heinrich Ammann and Elisabeth Geuggis in the outer part of the village:
Anna Geuggis, probably another orphan, from Eschenz, parish of Burg,
now educated by her aunt in Dorlikon. VI/80
Our emigrant, the younger Rudolf, was described as 44 when he
left; his wife Anna Geuggis was 46. They got married in Dorlikon on
March 25, 1721 and are mentioned repeatedly in the parish book and in
the land register. In the records of justice we come across the names of
Rudolf Epprecht and his wife Anna Geuggis only once. In June 1739 they
fell out with the head of the village on the occasion of a road inspection,
together with a few others:
Ulrich Frey, Lang, however, who also let himself be led
into taking a grip on Schleuss' hair, has been sentenced
to a fine of lb 3 ... Rudi Epprecht and his wife, since he,
the husband, physically attacked Rudi Schleuss, the juror,
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2010
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whereas the wife did so with words the same morning at
the common work, [are condemned] to lb 5 fine and lb 1
sh 3 court fee, or alternatively pay it off in prison. VI/167
Considering the economic situation of Dorlikon at the time, it is
easy to understand why the two half and full orphans were venturing
into a hazardous emigration to seek greater opportunities for their six
children. The Dorlikers who had already settled in Germantown, the oil
miller Hans Ntissli and the carpenter Christoph Weidmann , probably
helped the Epprechts to get rooted there.
We know how Rudolf and Anna stuck together later, too , until their
death on the same day in Germantown. For the biggest surprise on our
second research trip to the United States in 1996 was due to the historian
James Duffin: He drew our attention to an entry in a parish book:
1765 den 3 Jenner ist der alte Schweitzer Rudy und sein
weib beyeinander in ein Grab begraben worden.
[In 1765, January 3, the old Swiss Rudy and his wife were
buried together in one grave.] IV /137
Of the six Epprecht children, who experienced the dramatic crossing
on the Mary in 1743, we know the dates as indicated in the genealogical
annex. The Dorliker emigrants Rudolf Epprecht and Anna Geuggis had at
least 22 grandchildren baptised in Pennsylvenia. Jacob left traces in fov
children. Rudolph took a lease on a farm and had seven children. Anna, wr
called herself Anna Maria in the new country, married the farmer and cobbk
Johannes Engel. He probably came from one of the first German families
settling in Germantown. They had seven children. Margaretha's four children
carried the family name of Steel. Elisabeth's destiny is as yet unknown.
Verena died at 33, probably childless. She was married to Johannes Adam
Hogermood, whose family bible shows the following moving entry:
Anno 1771 Julius 8 ist mir, Johannes Adam, Meine Frau
Veronica in ihrem Erloser sanft und seelig Entschlaffen
und ihr Leben Zeit nicht hoher gebracht Als 33 Jahr
8 Monat und 8 Tag. Der Herr verleye ihr eine froliche
Auferstehung und uns zu seiner Zeit ein Seeligs End.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss3/9
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[In the year 1771, July 8, I, Johannes Adam, was bereft
of my wife Veronica. She deceased softly and blissfully
in her Lord and could not extend her lifespan any further
than 33 years, 8 months and 8 days. May the Lord grant
her a merry resurrection and to us in our time a blessed
end.] IV /138
The grandchildren of those Epprechts who had grown up with
)orlikon memories, belonged to the generations who helped form an
America independent of England, like the Woods and Randolphs. One of
the highlights in my genealogical research was the discovery of a family
history published in 1870: Julianna R. Wood, Family Sketches. There the
author writes about the origins of her mother the following:
She was the daughter of Henry Steel, a native of Germany
and of his wife Anna Margret, born February 22, 1731.
Anna Margret was the daughter of Rudolph and Anna
Ebright, natives of the Canton of Zurich, Switzerland,
but removed to Bern, where they had a large family and
thence, about 1740, to America. And being robbed almost
as they set feet upon its shores -on the wharf, I think-of
the moderate means with which they hoped to purchase a
farm, they settled near Germantown, where he came to be
known and familiarly spoken of as <Honest Rudolph>.
IV/139
The birth date, for the author already 140 years past, is precise,
allowing for the 11 days difference between old and new calendar. As to
the crossing, we know better: The Epprechts had left the English channel
aboard the Mary on August 31, 1743 and reached Philadelphia on
September 30. But then they were ship-bound for ten more days, as the
Mary had got stranded and stuck in the mud. At high tide an Eastern wind
had driven them towards the riverbank below Newcastle, some 30 miles
from the destination of their voyage, where the Delaware River is 3 miles
wide. Captain Stephensohn had to abandon the unsecured ship-they had
no dinghy to put the ship to anchor-and seek help in Philadelphia to get
the boat afloat again. Neither were they robbed, as Julianna renders her
~randmother's memories. The Epprecht family had simply used up their
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2010
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savings on their journey from Dorlikon to the sea and the crossing from
the Netherlands to London. Eight mouths had to be fed for 80 days from
home to the port of departure. It seems, however, that Rudolf clung to his
original destination "Carolinia" for some time, as the Mary was due to
reach this destination, too.
Was the delay forbidding this, their seasickness, the lack of funds?
Or was it a kind destiny that let them put up their tent in the once noble
Germantown? John Reynell, the agent of the Mary's owner, had to unload
the ship and send her back to England loaded with welding iron, pitch
and tar. He also had to place the Epprecht children with some merchants
for "indentured service", as this temporary slavery (2 to 5 years) was
called. First he placed the 13 year old Anna for the price of lb 12; then
Jacob for lb 17, Margaretha for lb 12, Rudolf for 16 and finally the 7 year
old Elisabeth for lb 7. The 5-year old Vreneli was allowed to stay with her
parents.
According to Anna Julianna Steel, her tall but now frail grandmother
Margretha Epprecht had reached the age of 94 (actually 92 and 4 months,
to be precise). She had owned a house in Philadelphia with a large garden,
well planted to please the eye, yet open to the children to run around in.
The Margaretha Epprecht, who had emigrated at 12, used to be relieved
of her widowhood by widowers. Her daughter Anna Julianna married
Edward Randolph, and the children of this Quaker family became leading
personalities in Pennsylvania. IV /139
As to her great grandparents, Rudolph Epprecht and Anna Geuggis,
Mrs. Steel comments on their marriage moulded by fate:
They were remarkable for the strong affection they bore each to
the other, often it is said, praying that they might not be divided
in death. If so, their prayers were abundantly answered, as they
died on the same day, at the ages of seventy-four and seventythree years, and were buried in the same grave [7 years to be
taken off their age, to be precise] . IV/ 140
CHRISTOPH WEIDMANN

The Weidmanns are the most difficult Dorlikon family to investigate. With them remarrying was more common than with other families.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss3/9
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Moreover, they moved around a lot, e.g. to a fief of vineyards in Schaffhausen, or they were on tour as craftsmen, which brought them as far as
Basel. One of them, the carpenter Christoph Weidmann, even tried his
luck in Carolina. However, his journey of 1738 led him to Germantown
near Philadelphia. V/86
Seven of his ten children had died before their departure. His
son Hans Caspar Weidmann, who was only six months old when they
emigrated, did not survive the voyage. But the brave Elisabeth Schmid
gave birth to two more sons in the new world. The youngest, Johannes,
had in tum two boys who passed on the family name into the 13 United
States of 1776.
Christoph Weidmann, too, made his contribution to the Reformed
parish: He was one of the four Elders of that church when they managed
to win Johann Conrad Steiner from Winterthur as their minister. IV/137

HANS ULRICH MULLER
On the little farm of Adam and Anna Millier-Frei with their seven
children there also lived Adam's brother Jakob. They both went bankrupt
in 1719. A third brother, Hans Ulrich Mtiller-Ntissli lived under the same
roof with his six boys. No wonder his oldest son, also Hans Ulrich, wanted
to emigrate to the place one had in mind at the time when "Schlaraffenland"
[the land of milk and honey] was mentioned- to "Carolinia". His venture
began the same summer of 1743, though four weeks later, in which the
neighbouring family Rudolph Epprecht-Geuggis set out for Carolinaand met with the most incredible adventures. IV/134; V/71
In Muller's case we found mere hints at his departure from Dorlikon,
which happened rather abruptly. Although he was able to sell his property,
he left his younger brothers many problems to solve; above all to Heinrich
(who was buried in 1773 under the nickname "club") and to Konrad, who
continued the oil mill. And when in the general excitement too much
wine was drunk, feelings in such a dramatic farewell could erupt, as the
records of justice tell us:
Rudi Nlissli makes a complaint to the extent that he had
been at the wine sale, too, when the Muller's brother
Hans Ulrich recently sold his property. The women had
ordered him to stop the drinking when he found they had
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2010
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had enough. As he did so, the mother first took on him
and attacked him when he went outside. After that both
the Mtillers followed him into the kitchen, threw him to
the ground, hit him with a pan; after that they attacked
him again out in the street, pulled him into the mud and
jumped on him with their feet so that he had to see the
doctor and still needed him. All the Mtillers admit beating
him for having insulted their mother. Ntissli said , yes, he
had scolded her, since she reproached him for having taken
feathers out of the oil miller's duvet that the mother soJ
but this was not true and that was why he scolded her.
Witnesses confirmed Ntissli's version of the story:
Yes, the old woman had sat herself on Ntissli out in the
street; also Heinrich and Conrad had jumped on his head
so that, if they had not missed him, they would have killed
him, as they had been wild as animals.
On May 8, 1744 Heinrich Mtiller was admonished again because c
his irate character. VI/ 168 , 169
Hans Ulrich Mtiller and Verena Bolsterli with their three childre1.
were not on the "Mary's" passenger list. But we know they departed in
1743 because of Reverend Caspar Ulrich's list of emigrants for his parish
of Altikon, which extended to Dorlikon. Just for Dorlikon the Reverend
noted 29 emigrants between 1738 and 1743; he added that from the
neighbouring little parish of Dagerlen there had been 61 in the same
period. However we never found any traces , whether in South Carolina
or in Pennsylvania, of these Dorliker Mtillers or Dagerler emigrants. We
can only hope they arrived in New York; there they simply don't know,
having no ship lists for that time. Otherwise we would have to fear the
worst-as it wasn't rare for sailing ships to be sunk by a bigger than usual
breaker. Vl/167

ALLOW ME THREE FINAL REMARKS:

- If the emigrants were not in themselves signs of a new age, their
departure illustrates to all purposes the hope of the age for a better life.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol46/iss3/9
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The familiar home country was getting too crowded.
- Working on the genealogical tables (see Annex), I noticed how often
these ancestors held office. We can find them in notable positions more
frequently than statistics would allow. To mention only a few: the
honorable office of juror or the matrimonial guardian, the function of
tithe collector, school teacher or head farmer on the great manor, not to
forget the venturing out of bold emigrants into an uncertain future. Would
that be a hint of positive selection? Could the most promising succeed in
those very limiting village structures?
- Who are my ancestors? This question is bound to be asked by many
of the citizens of Thalheim bearing one of the names dealt with in this
chronicle. Considering that we all have four grandparents, we bear
one eighth of the genes of each great grandparent and so on. The 10th
generation appearing in this period towards the end of the 17 th century
therefore counts 512 ancestors (and 1024 for the 11th generation).
Therefore we may safely assume that people with a Dorlikon
~itizenship are related to many of the fathers and mothers mentioned in
.his chronicle.
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